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The 31st Annual Mythopoeic Conference
Mythcon XXXI
Myth and Legend of the Pacific
August 18-21, 2000
Kilauea Military Camp
Volcano, Island of Hawai'i, Hawai'i
The first Mythopoeic Conference in a year
beginning with a "2" promises to be a unique
event and a definite change of pace. Belying its
name, our site-Kilauea Military Camp
(KMC)-is a luxurious private resort located at
the edge of Kilauea Crater adjacent to Hawaii
Volcanoes National Park on the Big Island of
Hawaii. (You can't get much closer to the Crack
of Doom!) The local Society discussion group,
Sammath Naur, invites everyone to help celebrate their 25th anniversary at a Mythcon focusing on Pacific Island mythology.
The conference site is accessible via Hilo airport, and some direct flights are available from
the mainland to the island of Hawaii. Specifics
on room and board rates, travel suggestions, recommended background reading, and other pertinent information, as well as a call for papers,
will be available shortly. Please check the
Mythopoeic Society web site for updates and relevant links, such as the KMC web site.

We are interested in papers from a variety of perspectives and disciplines.
Papers should be suitable for oral presentation
within a time period of 20 to 45 minutes, leaving 10-15 minutes for questions. They should
conform to the MLA Style Manual. Papers chosen for presentation at the conference will be
considered for publication in Myth/ore, the refereed journal of the Mythopoeic Society. Abstracts
of papers should be sent to . the Papers
Coordinator at the following address by April
30, 2000:

Edith L. Crowe, Clark Library

Registration
Conference registration is $45 until March 31st,
2000, and will increase after that date. Please
make checks out to Mythcon 31 and send to:

Paper Call
Papers dealing with the conference theme are
encouraged. We also invite papers focusing on
the work and interests of our Guest(s) of Honor
(TBA), or on the Inklings (especially Tolkien,
Lewis and Williams). Papers on other fantasy
authors and themes are also welcome. Some that
suggest themselves are island worlds; the Great
Sea; sea journeys; symbolism of earth and fire.

Eleanor M. Farrell, Treasurer

Mythcon 31
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Discussion Group Reports
Rivendell (Minneapolis/St. Paul)
Many of the connections between the two sections were explored in the discussion.
Swans=death=angels. Fire Island=Rock in Ocean,
Quilt panels=Netcle shires. The quilt panels were
gifts of love made in agonizing pain, just as the
nettle shires were. Eliza has five wounds, as Christ
did, from the nettles, with blisters on her side.
She said she felt that Christ would manifest himself in the contemporary world as a gay man with
AIDS, and chat AIDS and the suffering it
brought was so great a wrong that forgiveness had
to be divine.
In the fairy tale, she explained, Eliza faces a
dilemma: she must keep silent or her brothers
will die; she must speak or she will die. In contemporary life, AIDS tipped the balance between
the advantages of gays remaining silent and the
necessity of speaking out. Before AIDS, it was to
the advantage of gay individuals to be silent.
AIDS changed that, as gays spoke out on behalf
of their partners, demanding to be recognized as
couples and demanding medical care and benefits. She wanted an epigraph saying "Your silence
will not protect you."
Characters were also analogues of each other.
Jonathan, Eliza, William=Sean, Elias, Bill.
Pacience=Patty. A reader could view the story as
the 20th century characters being reincarnations
of the 17th century characters, each trying co
complete a cask in the 20th century that they did
not get right the lase time. She felt chat aspects of
the Puritan culture which survived into the 20th
century had contributed to a mindset that
allowed AIDS to spread. Or, put in another way,
Puritan New England made the AIDS epidemic
possible. Peg also felt that for chose unfamiliar
with gay culture, Eliza's story might bring chem
to understand Elias's. She explained that Elias's
part of the story was cold in limited third person,

Date: November 20, 1999
Topic: The Wild Swans by Peg Kerr
Present: Peg Kerr, David Lenander, Ruth

Berman, Jonathan Langford, Harry LeBlanc,
Kendra Waston, Marianne Hageman, David
Cummer, Joan Marie Verba
Summary: The story is told in alternating chap-

ters. One story is set in 1689, where Eliza Gray
seeks to free her brothers from a spell that turns
them into swans by day. The other story is set in
1981, where Elias Latham, who has come out as
a gay man, cries co establish new ties of family
and friendship at the scare of the AIDS epidemic.
Peg Kerr, the author, told the group how the
story developed. As a child, she read and was captivated by "The Wild Swans" by Hans Christian
Andersen. Lacer, when she attended the Clarion
writers' workshop, and presented a short story
based on another fairy tale, one of her instructors
said, "Why do you want co write a story based on
a fairy tale? Fairy tales have nothing co cell us!"
Peg believed otherwise. She was fascinated by the
Terri Windling series, featuring novels based on
fairy tales, and wanted co write one of her own.
Ac first, she thought of "Beauty and the Beast,"
but at the time felt chat story had been overused.
Then she saw a photo of Celtic singer Loreena
McKennicc in the paper, and heard her sing "The
Bonny Swans" on public radio. This inspired the
protagonist from one pare of the story.
She started making notes, trying co address
questions chat she felt the original story raised. As
the story about Eliza developed, she saw a
"silence=deach'' sign, and the second pare of the
story fell into place. She showed us all the books
she read about Puritans in colonial New England,
as well as her sources for AIDS and the challenges
gay men and women face.
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to be more immediate, whereas Eliza's part of the
story was told in the omniscient narrative, which
is more distant, and more reminiscent of a fairy
tale.
Events also became analogues of each other.
David Cummer said that he noticed chat the
same thing happened in chapter 3 as chapter 4,
for instance. Kendra noticed that Eliza pops up
in Elias's story a couple of times (though the
reverse was not the case). There were many other
parallels: Jonathan finds Eliza in a cave; Sean and
Elias first eat at a restaurant called "The Grotto."
Nell's funeral, restricted due to smallpox, is reminiscent of the fear of contagion of AIDS. People
with strawberries in successive chapters each
have something to do with directing the protagonist to family.
Peg said she found all the different responses
to the novel interesting. She felt that the novel
was similar to a Rorschach test, in that reader
reaction varied according to what the reader
brought to it. She said she felt gratified when gay
men from Manhattan wrote her to say "you got
it right!"

Originally the cover was to be a quilt of swans,
transforming, as in an Escher drawing, into real
swans. Then the wrap on the woman on the
cover was to have swans on it. Then the wrap
became a plain wrap with part of the woman's
bottom uncovered; later, this was covered (the
editor was afraid readers might think it was a
porn novel). Peg says she can imagine .the figure
of Elias under the "w" in "Swans."
Peg confessed chis was a scary book to write
for her, because of the many controversial issues
it examined, among them politics, religion, and
disease.
The lase two chapters, she said, were written
in her mind long before she got to them. At the
last minute, she wrote in Elias calling to the
swans to come back. She also thought of adding
an epilogue where Elias went to high schools to
talk about AIDS, so that he could break the
silence in the same way Eliza did, but that did
not fit into the narrative, so she left it as originally planned.

Reported by Joan Marie Verba

Khazad-dftm (San Francisco Bay Area)
Attending: David Bracman, Edith Crowe,
. Betsey Daniels, Ellie Farrell, Lisa Harrigan,
Frankie Jemison, Mary Kay Kare, Berni Phillips,
Amy Wisniewski, Pat Witham

books. This year proved no exception.
The edible offerings were numerous and varied-entrees oflasagna, turkey divan and beef in
wine sauce were accompanied by bread, cranberries, sushi, and (of course) several different forms
of chocolate. Mary Kay's rich but light saffron
panna cotta admirably topped the dessert course.
Cider and juices, hot or sparkling, kept our
throats nimble for the round-robin performance
of the second purpose of our party.
Not surprisingly, many of the chosen excerpts
followed a food theme. David chose the feasting
scene (during which each diner must eat his
words) from Norman Juster's classic The

Faithful members of Khazad-dum, the San
Francisco Bay Area discussion group, met on
December 4th for our annual Reading and
Eating Meeting. Held each year in the Last
Homely House of Redwood City, abode of our
secretarial team Amy Wisniewski and Edith
Crowe, the REM frequently serves as an unofficial start to the holiday season, as well as a festive
gathering of friends who enjoy both food and
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Phantom Tollbooth, while Berni read the description from Harry Potter and the Sorceror's Stone
(the first of] .K. Rowlings' series) of Harry's first

regaling us with the adventures of "Katpunzel"
and of ''Alanis and her Magic Belly." Betsey contributed a millennial-themed poem by Ogden
Nash; Frankie chose two descriptive passages
from a Highlander novel.
Juster and Rowling were popular authors this
year, with two readings each; Lisa chose the section where Milo and his companions jump to the
island of Conclusions as well as a passage from a
Harry Potter book. Tolkien was represented via
Edith's selection of one of the Father Christmas
letters. Finally, Betsey honored our hostesses
with Tolkien's description of Bilbo and his companions' arrival at the Last Homely House from
The Hobbit. Sated with food and literature, we
bid each other goodnight and Happy Holidays.

meal at Hogwarts. Pat contributed two droll sections from Jerome K. Jerome's Three Men in a
Boat, one involving Irish stew and the other
cheese. Ellie read excerpts of the awkward dinner
conversation in Stephen Mitchell's retelling of
The Frog Prince, as well as a short story by
Hildifons Took, "Dragonet," involving beer
crimes in Shire taverns. Mary Kay's potable
theme contribution was an essay by Dave
Langford from Fanthology describing some
youthful experiences playing Fizz Buzz (a beer
drinking game).
.
Cats are another popular topic of Khazaddum discussion; Amy read two stories from
Bedtime Stories for Cats by Leigh Anne Jasheway,

Reported by Eleanor M. Farrell

Mythopoeic Society News
Still Looking for a Steward ...
The Council received no nominations for the
important position of Secretary for Mythopoeic
Conferences (SMC). This position will remain
empty at present, with Joan Marie Verba acting
as liaison pro tern for possible future conference
committees. We continue to solicit persons
interested in taking on this position.
Responsibilities include contacting groups interested in running a Mythcon and keeping in
touch with groups planning future Mythcons, as
well as advising Mythcon committees on procedures for the annual conference. Experience in
organizing and running conventions and/or conferences is very helpful. The SMC also serves as
a member of the Council of Stewards, the
Society governing board. If you are interested in the position, please contact Recording
Secretary Mike Glyer, 705 Valley View Ave.,
Monrovia CA 91016 or e-mail him at

Mythlore Update
Newly elected Mythlore editor Dr. Ted
Sherman is currently working on a new issue
of the Society's journal, and hopes to have
this in the mail in January. Ted is also actively soliciting papers for future issues, and urges
authors, including paper presenters for the
past three Mythopoeic Conferences, to submit manuscripts to him at:
Dr. Theodore James Sherman
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2000 Mythopoeic Awards
Members of the Mythopoeic Society are invited
to join the committees which choose the
Society's annual Fantasy and Scholarship
Awards, and/or to nominate eligible books.
Nominations (no more than five books for each
award, please) and requests to serve on the selection committees should be sent by February 28,
2000 to the awards administrator, Eleanor M.
Farrell,

The Mythopoeic Scholarship Award in Myth
and Fantasy Studies is given to scholarly books
on other specific authors in the Inklings tradition, or to more general works on the genres of
myth and fantasy. The period of eligibility is
three years, as for the Inklings Studies award.
Last year's winner was A Century of Welsh Myth
in Children's Literature by Donna R. White.
Volunteers for the committees must state their
willingness to read all the finalists, and also state
whether or not they are willing to be included on
an address list to be distributed among the committee for purposes of discussion. For each committee, Eleanor will be sending out lists of
nominees in early March, from which you must
pick five books that you would like to see as
finalists. Your choices must be returned to
Eleanor by May 15; she will then tabulate the
vote and inform the committee of the five finalists. These five are the books you must read (or
re-read) by the final voting deadline of July 15.
Please volunteer, and come to hear the winners
announced at the Mythcon XXXI banquet in
Hawaii on August 20th.
A complete list of Mythopoeic Award winners
is available on the Society web site at:

The Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Adult
Literature is given to the fantasy novel, multivolume, or single-author story collection for
adults published during 1998 that best exemplifies "the spirit of the Inklings". Reissues (such as
paperback editions) are eligible if no earlier edition was a finalist. Books from a series are eligible if they stand on their own; otherwise, the
series is eligible the year its final volume appears.
Last year's winner was Stardust by Neil Gaiman
and Charles Vess.
The Mythopoeic Fantasy Award for Children's
Literature honors books for younger readers
(from "Young Adults" to picture books for
beginning readers), in the tradition of The
Hobbit or The Chronicles ofNarnia. Rules for eligibility are otherwise the same as for the Adult
Literature award. The question of which award a
borderline book is best suited for will be decided
by consensus of the committees. Last year's winner was Dark Lord ofDerkholm by Diana Wynne
Jones.
The Mythopoeic Scholarship Award in
Inklings Studies is given to books on Tolkien,
Lewis, and/or Williams that make significant
contributions to Inklings scholarship. For this
award, books first published during the last three
years (1997-1999) are eligible, including finalists for previous years. Last year's winner was
CS. Lewis: A Companion & Guide by Walter
Hooper.

The finalists for the literature awards, text of
recent acceptance speeches, and selected book
reviews are also listed in chis on-line section.
The Mythopoeic Society Council of Stewards
would like to express our thanks to David
Bratman, who has resigned as Awards
Administrator after many years of diligent service in this position. David promises to continue
his involvement as a member of one or more of
the awards committees; please join us and him
by participating in chis process!
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Activity Calendar
Charlotte: THE CAROUNA TOLKIEN SOCIETY
Matt & Renita Peeler,

Matthew Winslow, Discussion Group Secretary

OHIO
Akron
David Staley,

Prospective Groups
THE PHILIPPINES
Lizanne Cua,

Dayton-Kettering: THE PRANCING PONY
Eileen Ribbler,

CALIFORNIA
San Diego: LOTHLORJEN
Linda Sundstrom,

PENNSYLVANIA
Pittsburgh area
Will Vaus,

CONNECTICUT
Southington: FANTAS11C WORLDS
Bill Pierce,

TENNESSEE
Nashville: SPARE OoM
Mary & Conrad Stolzenbach,

FLORIDA
Tampa Bay: HoBBITON
Paul S. Ritz,

Chartered Groups

North Central Florida: ERYN GALEN
B.L. McCauley,

CALIFORNIA
Greater Los Angeles: NIGGLE's PARISH
Gracia Fay Ellwood,

GEORGIA
Topic: The Lord ofthe Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien
Los Angeles/Pasadena: MYDGARD
Lee Speth,

Atlanta area: CENTRAL ATLANTIS
Irv Koch,
Hoschton: SHEEP, INDEED
Beau Farr,

January: Winter Tides by James P. Blaylock
Feb: Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone by J .K.Rowling
San Francisco Bay Area: KHAzAD-DOM
Amy Wisniewski & Edith Crowe,

ILLINOIS
Peoria: THE FAR WESTFARTHING SMIAL
Mike Foster,

MICHIGAN
Julie Bailey,

January: Charles Williams' Masques
February: The Wild Swans by Peg Kerr
March: Harry Potter series by J.K. Rowling

MISSOURI

COLORADO
Denver area: FANUIDHOL ("CLOUDY HEAD';
Patricia Yarrow,

St. Louis: THE KHAzAD
Gary & Sylvia Hunnewell,

NORTH CAROLINA
Asheville: THE WEST N. CAROUNA C.S. LEWIS SoCIFIY
Don King,
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DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Washington & Suburbs: KNossos
Mimi Stevens,

SOUTH CAROLINA
Columbia: THE COLUMBIA C.S. LEWIS SOCIETY
Louise Grooms,

HAWAII

WASHINGTON

Oahu: SAMMATH NAUR
Steve Brown,

Seattle: MITHLOND
John James,

Jan: The Wonderful Story ofHenry Sugar by Roald Dahl
February: Sister to the Rain by Melisa Michaels

WISCONSIN
Milwaukee: THE BURRAHOBBITS
Jeffrey & Jan Long,

LOUISIANA
Baton Rouge: RoKE
Sally Budd,
.

January: The Charwoman's Shadow by Lord Dunsany
February: Lord ofthe Isles by David Drake
March: The House ofthe Spirits by Isabelle Allende

MICHIGAN

Special Interest Group
THE ELVISH LINGUIS11C FELLOWSHIP
Carl Hostetter,

Ann Arbor-Flint: GALADHREMMIN-ENNORATH
Dave & Grace Lovelace,
January: The Return ofthe Shadow by J.R.R. Tolkien

MINNESOTA
Newsletter, Vinyar Tengwar. Also a Journal, Parma
Eldalamberon: Christopher Gilson,

Minneapolis-St. Paul· RlvENDELL
David Lenander,

Correspondence Groups
BUITERBUR's WOODSHED (genmzl fantasy)
Diane Joy Baker,

January: ''A Beleaguered City" by Margaret Oliphant
February: Marion Zimmer Bradley's career

Correspondence circular with set topic. Info:

NEVADA
Reno: CRICKHOLLOW
Joanne Burnett-Bowen,

Jan: The Ground Beneath Her Feet by Salman Rushdie
March: There and Back Again by Pat Murphy
May: 2000 Mythopoeic Fantasy Award nominees
ONCE UPON A TIME (children's fantasy)
Laura Krentz,

OREGON
Portland area
Donovan Mattole,

Online Discu~sion Group
COINHERENCE
.
Online discussion of Charll!S Williams
David Davis:
Currently discussing Charles Williams' Arthurian
poetry.

PENNSYLVANIA
Lancaster Area: C.S. LEw!s AND FRIENDS
Neil Gussman,
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Book Reviews
The Marriage of Sticks. New
York: Tor Books, 1999. ISBN 0-312-87193-7, 270pp,
he, $23.95.

JONATI-IAN CARROLL,

Jonathan Carroll has in recent years taken a
break from fantasy to Write some superb horror.
(Yes, you could call it 'dark fantasy,' but I won't
bludgeon the genre with that title.) The Marriage
ofSticks returns Carroll to fantasy proper.
Miranda Romanac is in her early 30s and has,
for the most part, lived a successful life: she is a
seller of rare books, has fast and true friends, and
seems to 'have it all together.' Then, at her fifteenth high school reunion (which, I might add,
seems a bit of fantasy: do people really have fifteenth reunions?), she learns her high school
sweetheart has died and her carefully built world
starts to unravel until she meets the handsome
(and, unfortunately, married) Hugh Oakley.
Together they move into a house in upstate New
York where Miranda begins to see visions of a life
that might have-and should have-been. From
there, Carroll takes us on a journey into the formation of the self, questioning what it is that
forins who we are, with conclusions that are not
too complimentary.
As a psychological novel, The Marriage of
Sticks succeeds wonderfully, exploring how postmodernity and the quest for economic stability
have combined to make the average person a
relationship vampire. Carroll could easily have
turned this into a 'death to yuppies' rant, but he
carefully populates the book with characters
from many walks oflife, drawing a universal picture of the contemporary id.
As a fantasy-well, we're faced with a thin
book. As with many books being written today,
this one feels as if a speculative fiction author
wanted to write a non-genre book, but couldn't
get away from the genre. Some of the fantastic
elements work quite well, but Carroll suffers the
fault of too many of the urban fantasises: to make

the fantastic seem real and plausible, the author
throws in too many characters who believe in the
fantastic. Bue a fantastic chat common defeats
the main premise of urban fantasy-namely, chat
the latter half of the twentieth century has forgotten the magic. It's a problem, however, that
seems intrinsic to the genre, so Carroll isn't to be
cited as the lone perpetrator of this problem.
And, if one can look beyond that, if one can take
that leap of faith, then The Marriage ofSticks is a
satisfying book.

Reviewed by Matthew Scott Winslow

J.K.

ROWLING, Harry Potter and the Chamber of
Secrets. New York: Arthur A. Levine Books, 1999.
ISBN 0439064864, he, 34lpp. $17.95.

He's a phenomenon, to be sure. In the short
space of two years, he's taken the world by storm.
And in spice of it all, he remains an appealing,
smart and talented young man. No, not Tiger
Woods-Harry Potter!
I made my acquaintence with Harry Potter in
one fell swoop, reading the first two books in one
weekend. Given all my education in the study of
literature, and my daily job of picking apart the
words and phrases of Jeopardy clues, I had
expected mere mild entertainment. What a
pleasant surprise.
In Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets,
Rowling returns Harry (and us) to Hogwarts.
But before chat return, we have another glimpse
of Harry's life with the Dursleys (chose oppressive Muggles!). For anyone who has felt out-ofplace in their family, or been unreasonably
oppressed by majority opinion, Harry's predicament feels familiar. Yet, Harry is not warped by
chis oppression. Therein lies his charm. He has

the normal flairs of resentment, without the offputting thinking of hatred.
Into this second book, Rowling brings the
flashy figure of Gilderoy Lockhart. A best-selling
author in the magical community, he becomes
the newest professor of "Defense Against the
Dark Arts" at Hogwarts. It is in the presentation
of chis character chat my literary appreciation of
Rowling's skill woke up. Not once does the
author's narrative voice comment on the nature
of Lockhart's character. Other than describing
his well-coifed hair and flashy publicity smile,
she lets Lockhart expose himself in his own
words and actions. Certainly, the other characters express their opinions of him, but even they
are a mixed bag. When a writer wants to present
a smarmy, self-serving, ignorant opportunist, the
temptation is to use any or all of those words at
some point. Rowling has the discipline to refrain
from that, with the result that the reader supplies
the epithets. That is true craftsmanship.
From the Dursleys to the Weasleys is a jump.
Harry's friend Ron Weasley and Ron's brothers
rescue Harry from his mundane summer imprisonment (literally) and carry him off via magical
car to finish the summer in their overcrowded
home. Harry thrives in the environment of the
large happy family. He is privately embarrassed
to realize he has more money than they, but he
never makes the mistake of embarrassing them
with it. His return to school is disrupted in mysterious ways. He has been warned by a house-elf
that he is in danger and that bad things will happen if he goes back to Hogwarts. But for Harry,
who has already faced a danger that would cow
"older and wiser heads," the prospect of some
future danger is far outweighed by the alternatives. No danger could be worse than the dull,
confined life he has with the Dursleys, and any
danger is worth a return to Hogwarts, where he
has found his place in the world.
Weeping ghosts, people being turned to stone,

malicious schoolmates, strange spiders, lovestruck schoolgirls, annoying teachers, and, oh
yes, a mystery to be solved. Rowling stirs this
mixture together and cums out a rousing tale
without a missed step. Every element introduced
gets paid off in some way.
In terms of genre, Rowling has returned co a
"good, old-fashioned" sore of fantasy. Of lace
much fantasy has been colored by overtones of
real world belief structures. Not chat chis is necessarily a bad thing, but it has created aesthetic
problems, say, for Christians reading something
written from a Wiccan viewpoint, or vice versa.
Rowling caters co neither agenda. The virtues in
her stories are ones that are universally acknowledged: persistence, loyalry, bravery, honesry, love.
And it is these virtues which win the day, not the
magic itself, or a deus ex machina. It is in che
purest sense a fantasy world she has created,
where magic itself is neutral, like electriciry, and
may be used, abused and misapplied by good,
evil and incompetent. Additionally, she wisely
refrains from cheap and easy victories. In the
Chamber of Secrets, Harry fights to the deathand it could easily be his own death. The cost of
a victory isn't always blood, sometimes it is ...
But that would be telling. I urge you to read and
find out for yoursel£

Reviewed by Sarah Beach

c-----___;
Communion Blood: A
Saint-Germain Novel. New York: Tor/A Tom Doherty
Associates Book, 1999. ISBN 0-312-86793-X, he, 477
pp., $26.95.
CHELSEA QUINN YARBRO,

The latest Saint-Germaip novel contains much
that will be familiar to f~ns of the series, as well
as some original twists. First the familiar elements: Saine-Germain is forced by circumstances
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and his own sense of hbn()r to travel to a place of
potential danger to an outsider such as himselfin chis case, seventeenth century Rome. As a "foreigner" he is treated with suspicion by most and
thinly veiled contempt by some. He befriends a
woman who suffers because of her own outsider
status (as a woman), and attempts to help her.
After a great deal of adroit maneuvering to
accomplish his goals in a culture eager to pounce
on any perceived transgression, he must eventually leave, one step ahead of his pursuers.
One of the more unusual elements is SaineGermain's reason for traveling to Rome. He goes
to assist Niklos Aurilios, the faithful servant and
heir of Olivia Clemens, who is in the process of
being defrauded of his inheritance. Olivia, made
a vampire by Saine-Germain in the Rome of the
Caesars, is the only one of such women to have
been "spun off" by Yarbro into her own series of
three books. However, she had suffered the True
Death several years before Communion Blood
begins. Another departure is the fate of the young
woman Saint-Germain helps, one Leocadia, sister
of the staggeringly evil Cardinal Calaveria y
Vacamonte. A particularly interesting character is
Ettore Colonna ( a fictional scion of a real family), who is in some ways a double of SaincGermain. His homosexuality, like SaintGermain's vampirism, would be a death sentence
if known or acknowledged, and only his wealth
and family connections keep him from the
Inquisition. Other characters sympathetic to
Saint-Germain include a talented singer,
Giorgianna Feruggia, and the composer
Alessandro Scarlatti.
It will not escape the astute that the theme of
the Outsider is an important one in this bookall of the most sympathetic characters are outsiders in some way. Niklos and Saint-Germain
are not truly human (though more humane than
most around chem) and centuries, if not millennia, old. Giorgianna and Scarlatti are artists,
12

Leocadia an unmarried woman at the mercy of
her brother, and Colonna a homosexual. In her
"Author's Notes" at the beginning, Yarbro places
the novel in historical context. Perhaps in · an
attempt to defuse potential Roman Catholic ire,
she emphasizes the Church's role at the time as a
strong political entity, and the power · of the
Inquisition, from whose decisions there was virtually no appeal. Yarbro is noted for the scrupulousness of her historical research, and it appears
this one is no exception.
The aspect of the setting most startling, and
excruciatingly oppressive, co the modern reader
may be the portrayal of the complicated social
code of this Baroque society. As elaborate, convoluted (and unattractive to chis reviewer) as the
architecture of the period, failure to follow chis
code could have dire consequences for someone
already suspect. Watching Saint-Germain negotiate the tangle of rules is like watching someone
tightrope walking without a net.
Like the ocher Saint-Germain novels, chis is
less a fantasy than a well-realized and wellresearched historical novel with an unusual viewpoint character. By no means numinous, it is
mythopoeic only in the sense chat any historical
novel is-an imaginative recreation of a part of
the Primary World past we can never truly know.
Fans of this series or of historical novels in general will find much to enjoy in chis detailed presentation of a complex culcural milieu very different
from our own.

Reviewed by Edith L. Crowe

'Caught by a Rumour'
Selected 2000 SF/F Conventions
ARISIA '00 Oan 14-16) Park Plaza Hotel &
Towers, Boston MA GoH: Jane Yolen. AGoH:
Tom Kidd. FGoH: Sharon Sbarsky. Memb: $40.
Info:

MILLENNICON-1 (Mar 24-26) Kings Island
Resort & Conf. Ctr., Kings Island OH. GoH:
Connie Willis. Memb: $30 to 2/29/00, $35 at
door. Info:

BOSKONE 37 (Feb 18-20) Sheraton
Framingham, Framingham MA GoH: Michael
Swanwick. AGoH: Rick Berry. Special Guest:
Peter Weston. Memb: $36 co 1/17/00. Info:

SWANCON 25 (Apr 20-24) The Ascot Inn,
Ascot WA, Australia. Australian National
Convention. GoHs: Connie Willis, Robin Hobb.
Australian GoH: Garth Nix. FGoH: Ian Nichols.
Memb: A$70, A$20 supporting. Info:

CONFLUENCE 2000 (Feb 25-27) Sheraton
Inn North, Mars PA GoH: James Morrow.
Guests: Paul Levinson, Charles Oberndorf,
Tamora Pierce, Alexis Gilliland, Michael Kandel,
William H. Keith, Jr. Memb: $35 at door; cks co
PARSEC. Info:

BALTICON 34 (Apr 21-23)
Harbor Hotel, Baltimore MD.
Butler. AGoH: Wendy Pini. Ed.
Pini. Fan AGoH: Stephen Stiles.
3/31/00, $45 at door. Info:

POTLATCH 9 (Feb 25-27) University Plaza
Hotel, Seattle WA Memb: $30/£18.75 advance,
maybe more later; $10 supporting. Info:

Omni Inner
GoH: Octavia
GoH: Richard
Memb: $40 to

MINICON 35 (Apr 21-23) Minneapolis Hilton
& Towers, Minneapolis MN. GoH: Maureen F.
McHugh. AGoH: John Berkey. FGoH: Lenny
Bailes. Info:

CORFLU 2000 (Mar 3-5) University Plaza
Hotel, Seattle WA Fanzine con. Memb: $45; $15
supporting. Info:

2KON/EASTERCON 2000 (Apr 21-24)
Central Hotel, Glasgow, Scotland. British
National Convention. GpHs: Guy Gavriel Kay,
Deborah Turner Harris, :Katherine Kurtz. Memb:
£25/$45; £15/$25 supp. Info:

21ST INTL CONFERENCE ON THE FANTASTIC IN THE ARTS (Mar 22-26) Fort
Lauderdale Hilton, Ft. Lauderdale FL. GoH:
Octavia E. Butler. Special Guest: Nancy Kress.
Memb: $90 at door. Info:
13

READERCON 12 (Jul 21-23) Marriott,
Burlington MA GoH: Michael Moorcock.
Memb: $30 to 2/20/00, $35 to 7/7/00, $45 at
door. Info:

WORLD HORROR CON 2000 (May 11-14)
Adams Mark Hotel, Denver CO. GoHs: Peter
Straub, Melanie & Steve Rasnic Tern, Harlan
Ellison, J. Michael Straczynski. Ed. GoH: Ellen
Daclow. Memb: $100 to 4/30/00, $125 at door.
Info:

2000 MILLENNIUM HAND & SHRIMP (Jul
27-31) Radisson Edwardian, Heathrow, London
UK. 3rd Discworld Con. Guests: Terry Pratchett,
Josh Kirby, Paul Kidby, Stephen Briggs, Bernard
Pearson, Graham Higgins, Colin Smythe, more.
Memb: £50 attending; £15 supporting. Info:

NEBULA AWARDS WEEKEND (May 19-21 )
Crowne Plaza, NY NY. Info:
BAYCON 2000 (May 26-29) Doubletree Hotel,
San Jose CA. GoH: Esther Friesner. AGoH:
Baron Engel. FGoH: Dave Clark. Memb: $50 to
2/29/00, $60 to 4/30/00, then $70. Info:

MITHCON 31 (Aug 18-21) Kilauea Military
Camp, Island of Hawaii. See page 3 for details!
CHICON 2000/WORLDCON 58 (Aug 31Sep 4) Hyatt Regency, Chicago IL. GoH: Ben
Bova. AGoH: Bob Eggleton. Ed. GoH: Jim
Baen. FGoHs: Bob & Ann Passovoy. Memb:
$135; $40 supp. Info:

WISCON 24 (May 26-29) Concourse Hotel,
Madison WI. GoHs: Charles de Lint and Jeanne
Gomoll. Memb: $30 to 3/15/00; $40 to 5/1/00;
$50 at door. Info:

WORLD FANrASY CONVENTION (Oct 2629) Omni Bayfront, Corpus Christi TX. GoHs:
K.W Jeter, John Crowley. Memb: $105 to
10/15/00, then more; payable to FACT/World
Fantasy Convention. Info:

SFRA 2000 (Jun 28-Jul 2) Comfort Inn,
Cleveland OH. GoH: Dick Lupoff Guests:
Karen Joy Fowler, Geoffrey A. Landis, Maureen
F. McHugh, Mary Doria Russell, Joan
Slonczewski. Memb: $90 to Easter '00, then
$100. Info:

ARMAGEDDONCON (Dec 27-31) Kibbutz
Shefayim, Israel. GoHs: Larry Niven, Joan
Vinge, Paul McAuley. Theme: Armageddon.
Wich End of che World Ball on Mc. Megiddo.
Memb: approx. $140. Info:

CONOLULU/WESTERCON 53 (Jul 1-4)
Sheraton Waikiki, Honolulu HI. GoH: Dan
Simmons. AGoH: Ctein. FGoH: John Lorentz.
Locus Awards presented. Info:

14

Mythprint is the monthly bulletin of the Mythopoeic Society, a nonprofit educational organization
devoted to the study, discussion and enjoyment of myth and fantasy literature, especially the works of
J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Charles Williams. To promote these interests, the Society publishes
three magazines, maintains a World Wide Web site, and sponsors the annual Mythopoeic Conference
and awards for fiction and scholarship, as well as local and written discussion groups.
Mythopoeic Society Web Site:

Membership and Subscriptions
Membership in the Mythopoeic Society is $5 per year, which entitles you to members' rates on
publications.

Mythprint Subscription Rates
First class U.S.
Canada
Overseas surface
Overseas air

Members
$12.00/year
$16.50/year
$19.50/year
$26.00/year

Institutions and non-members

$17.00/year
$21.50/year
$24.50/year
$31.00/year

The number in the upper right corner of your mailing label is the "Whole Number" of the last issue
of your subscription. Checks should be made out to the Mythopoeic Society. Foreign orderers should
use U.S. funds if possible; otherwise add 15% to the current exchange rate.
The Mythopoeic Society also publishes two other magazines: Myth/ore, a quarterly journal ofTolkien,
Lewis, Wtlliams, fantasy and mythic studies (subscription $15/year for Society members, $4 for a
sample issue) and The Mythic Circle, publishing fiction, poems, etc., two times per year ($13/year for
Society members, $6.50 for a sample issue).
Back issues of Mythprintare available for $leach (postage included). For subscriptions and back issues
of Society publications, contact:
Mythopoeic Society Orders Department

Submissions for Mythprint
Reviews, discussion group reports, news items, letters, art work, and other submissions for Mythprint
are always welcome. Please contact the editor for details on format, or send materials to:

Mythprint
Eleanor M. Farrell, Editor

This issue of Mythprint is brought to you for free and open access by
the Mythopoeic Society at the SWOSU Digital Commons.
For more issues of Myth print go to https:ljdc.swosu.edu/mythprint/a ll issues.html

To join the Mythopoeic Society, go to: http://www.mvthsoc.org/join.htm

swJ}su

